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" recreant before God and man/' he declared, if he failed
to brand it as an infamy* " And here I do it to-night/* he
cried, " even if i leave Carmarthen to-morrow without a
friend/'
His next attack was delivered at Oxford, in a speech to
the Palmctston Club, at the end of January, 1900; and this
speech is, perhaps, the finest nil-round statement of his atti-
tude  which  we  possess*   He  began  by  criticising the
characteristic Imperialism  which  Chamberlain was en-
deavouring to popularise.  " The country/* he declared, " is
suffering from an overdose of Imperialism, and die greatest
service the Liberal Party can render to it is to inculcate the
sound, healthy ideas of I;ox, Cobdcn, Bright, and Glad-
stone/'   Then repudiating the view that the Empire's life
was at stake, he went on; " The new Imperialism seems to
be a somewhat hysterical person, alternating between the
neurotic excitations of Fashoda and Omdurman on the one
hand, and the equally morbid depression of' Black Week'
on the other.   The life of the Empire is no more at stake
in this war than it was in the conflict with our American
colonies*   One of Mr* Chamberlain's speeches has done
more to jeopardise the Empire than a score of Nicholson's
Neks; and this war will do us an infinitude of good if it
teaches us to realise the fatuity of such utterances and the
policy which they proclaim/*   Next he commented upon
the moral isolation which Britain was suffering in a dis-
approving world: " We have the whole of the civilised
world banded in hostility to us.   Lord Rosebery said the
other day that Europe was unanimous in opposition to us*
He might have made an exception in the case of Turkey,
which is sympathetic*   As for America, four-fifths of tha
American Press is opposed to us, and opinion there is growing
very rapidly in favour of the Boers.   They made an honese
effort at the first to find some excuse for us, but the facts were